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Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on 19 May 2022 
 

Attendance 
 

 Jak Abrahams 
 Arshad Afsar 

 Charlotte Atkins 
 Philip Atkins, OBE 

 Gill Burnett 
 Tina Clements 
 Richard Cox 

 Mike Davies 
 Mark Deaville 

 Janet Eagland 
 Ann Edgeller 

 Keith Flunder 
 Richard Ford 

 John Francis 
 Colin Greatorex 
 Philippa Haden 

 Gill Heath 
 Phil Hewitt 

 Jill Hood 
 Derrick Huckfield 

 Philip Hudson 
 Syed Hussain 

 Graham Hutton 
 Thomas Jay 
 Julia Jessel 

 Ian Lawson 
 Tom Loughbrough-Rudd 

 Johnny McMahon 
 Paul Northcott 

 Jeremy Oates 
 Gillian Pardesi 

 Ian Parry 
 Kath Perry, MBE 
 Jonathan Price 

 Robert Pritchard 
 Janice Silvester-Hall 

 David Smith 
 Paul Snape (Chairman)  

 Bob Spencer 
 Mark Sutton 

 Stephen Sweeney 
 Simon Tagg 
 Samantha Thompson 
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 Carolyn Trowbridge 
 Ross Ward 

 Jill Waring 
 Alan White 

 Philip White 
 Mike Wilcox 

 Conor Wileman 
 Ian Wilkes 

 Bernard Williams 
 David Williams 
 Victoria Wilson 

 Mark Winnington 
 Mike Worthington  

 
Apologies for absence:   
 

 Peter Kruskonjic  

 Jeremy Pert 
 Bernard Peters   
 Mike Sutherland 

 
Part One 
 

1. Election of the Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year 

 
Councillor Spencer moved, and Councillor Edgeller seconded, and it was: 
 

Resolved – That Councillor Paul Snape be elected Chairman of the County 
Council for the ensuing year. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest under Standing Order 16 

 
The following Members declared an interest in accordance with Standing 

Order 16.5:- 
 
Paul Snape 

Minute nos. – 8 
Interest – personal 

Reason – former colleague of Eddie Barnett 
 

Bob Spencer 
Minute nos. – 8 

Interest – personal 
Reason – former colleague of Eddie Barnett 

 
Mark Sutton 
Minute nos. – 8 
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Interest – personal 
Reason – former colleague of Eddie Barnett 

 
Mark Winnington 

Minute nos. – 5 
Interest – personal 

Reason – non-executive Director of Nexxus 
 

3. Confirmation of the minutes of the Council meeting held on 17 
March 2022 

 

Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the County Council held on 
17 March 2022 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

 
4. Election of the Vice-Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year 

 
Councillor Edgeller moved, and Councillor Wileman seconded, and it was:- 

 
Resolved – That Councillor Phil Hewitt be appointed Vice-Chairman of the 
County Council for the ensuing year. 

 
5. Chairman's Correspondence 

 
Nexxus LFT Testing Service 

 
The Chairman informed the Council that, since the start of the pandemic, 

Local Authorities and their partners had played an extraordinary role in 
supporting the Covid-19 pandemic response.  Nexxus Trading Services, on 
behalf of Staffordshire County Council, created its own Community Testing 

Team to deliver asymptomatic testing to the general population, whilst 
adapting at pace, throughout, making it possible to test disproportionately 

impacted and underserved members of Staffordshire’s communities. 
 

The service requirements continually varied, in line with changing guidance 
and demand. The community testing team grew week on week, peaking at 

approximately 180 staff members during the height of the pandemic. The 
teams on the ground grew with the project. Agile and willing to work in 
uncertain times to get the job done. Initially, the community teams started 

with supporting the education sector, delivering testing and training within 
secondary schools, whilst creating and developing venue-based testing 

teams across the county, in carefully considered locations to reach as many 
residents as possible. 

 
As the project evolved, the teams were on the ground, delivering door to 

door, mobile testing using 4X4's and trailers, right through to supporting the 
PCR process and deliveries to where and when the tests were required the 
most, to the most vulnerable. 
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The commitment, resilience and support shown by the Community Testing 

Team had been fantastic, especially during periods of high demand. On 
behalf of the Council, the Chairman expressed thanks to those involved for 

their commitment and support throughout the pandemic and wished them 
well in their new ventures. 

 
6. Petition - 20 MPH Speed Limit in Leek Town Centre 

 
Members were informed that under the Council’s Petition Scheme any 
petition that exceeded 5,000 valid signatures automatically triggered a 

debate at the next available Council meeting.   
 

A petition had been received entitled: “20 MPH Speed Limit in Leek Town 
Centre”.  The petition consisted of a paper petition with a total number of 

valid signatures of 6,640. 
 

Mr Roger Warrilow, on behalf of the petitioners, outlined the reasons for the 
petition including the following: 
 

 The County Council’s removal of a roundabout in the town centre had 
given rise to safety issues. 

 Zebra crossings in the town centre were not located in the right places. 
 Funding available under section 106 agreements for improvements to 

the highway network in the town centre has not been utilised. 
 Rat-running has led to additional road safety issues. 

 A reduction in the speed limit in the town centre would reduce pollution 
levels. 

 A 20 MPH speed limit would save lives. 

 
In response to the petition, Councillor David Williams indicated that he could 

not support the request for the 20 MPH speed limit for following reasons: 
 

 The County Council took road safety issues very seriously. 
 Staffordshire had one of the safest highway networks in the Country 

and targeted its resources at road safety interventions which had the 
greatest impact. 

 The Council worked closely with local communities on road safety 

issues including community speedwatch. 
 The use of 20 MPH speed limits was only advocated outside of schools. 

 20 MPH zones usually required additional traffic calming measures or 
repeated signing. 

 A recent Department for Transport study has highlighted that 20 MPH 
speed limits had no impact on road safety and, on average, only 

resulted in a 0.7% reduction in a drivers’ speeds. 
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Councillor Charlotte Atkins spoke in support of the petition and indicated that 
one in three towns in the UK already had, or were planning to implement, 20 

MPH zones in areas with high pedestrian traffic.  She added that the 2013 
Department for Transport Circular stated that, where there was support from 

local communities, highway authorities should consider the implementation 
of 20 MPH speed limits; and that Mr Warrilow had clearly shown that there 

was widespread community support for such proposals this in Leek.  
Councillor Atkins also indicated that lower traffic speed would encourage 

more walking and cycling and would also reduce pollution; and that most 20 
MPH zones were self-enforcing and would not require additional enforcement 
by the Police. 

 
Councillors Northcott, Parry, and Heath indicated that they could not support 

the petition for the reasons outlined by Councillor David Williams.  Council lor 
Smith also spoke about the need to remove vehicles from town centres. 

 
Councillor David Williams thanked Members for their comments and 

reiterated the need for local members to work with their community highway 
teams on local highway issues.   
 

Following a vote, it was: 
 

Resolved - That the petition be not supported. 
 

7. Statement of the Leader of the Council 
 

The Leader of the Council presented a Statement outlining his recent work 
since the previous meeting of the Council. 
 

Highways and Transport Capital Programme 2022/23 and 
Staffordshire Highway Infrastructure Asset Management Plan 

(Paragraphs 1 and 9 of the Statement) 
 

In response to questions from Councillor Pardesi and Councillor Hussain 
concerning the use of reserves to support highway maintenance activities, 

Councillor Parry stated the monies to which they referred were from a “carry 
forward” rather than from the Council’s reserves.   
 

Councillor Hussain also spoke about the need to lobby the Staffordshire MPs 
to secure more financial support for highway maintenance in the County. 

 
Councillor Smith referred to the high cost of minor highway works such as 

re-locating a bus stop. 
 

Councillor David Williams referred to the Council’s investment in highways 
and added that the Authority regularly lobbied the Staffordshire MPs with a 
view to securing additional funding for the County’s roads.  He also referred 
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to inflationary pressures on the budget such as the increases in the cost of 
bitumen; and changes to the ways of working to bring about increased 

efficiency. 
 

Councillor Alan White also referred Members to the Highways Transformation 
Programme and how this was already bringing tangible benefits. 

 
Economic Strategy and Rural Economic Strategy - Draft for 

Consultation 
(Paragraphs 2 and 8 of the Statement) 
 

In response to a question from Councillor Charlotte Atkins concerning how 
the Council was ensuring that, in the short-term, the Covid pandemic did not 

have an adverse impact on young people’s learning, Councillor Price 
indicated that he shared Councillor Atkins’ concerns about the impact of the 

Pandemic and added that schools were working hard to ensure that young 
people had the skills needed by business and that, for those pupils who had 

missed education, appropriate support was provided to enable them to 
“catch-up” in key subject areas.  
 

With regard to the Rural Strategy, Councillor Winnington spoke about the 
importance of the Council’s Digital Connectivity Strategy which included the 

vision for the county to achieve 100% gigabit connectivity access by 2030; 
and also the need for more housing for local people in rural areas. 

 
Councillor Philip Atkins referred to the importance of the two strategies and 

also spoke about the rising cost of food production. 
 

Councillor Philip White expressed his thanks to Members for their support for 

the two strategies and added that it was important that the Council worked 
with partners to secure better paid/more high skilled jobs, encourage start -

up businesses and to regenerate town centres. He also encouraged 
people/businesses to take part in the consultation on the two strategies. 

 
Councillor Alan White high-lighted some of the work the Council was doing to 

attract investment into the County including its attendance at the recent 
MIPIM real estate event in Leeds where the Council Officers, together with 
the Leader of the Council, had worked hard to promote Staffordshire. 

 
Agreement for Mental Health Act (Section 117) Aftercare needs 

(Paragraph 3 of the Statement) 
 

Councillor Edgeller, Councillor Loughborough-Rudd, Councillor Northcott and 
Councillor Deaville expressed their support for the Cabinet’s decision for the 

Council to enter into an agreement with Staffordshire Clinical Commissioning 
Groups in relation to a new funding arrangement for provision of aftercare 
services. Councillor Loughborough-Rudd did however express some concerns 
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regarding transitional arrangements/aftercare needs.  Councillor McMahon 
indicated that the new arrangements would not only help those exiting the 

system but also those entering the system. 
 

Councillor Deaville, Councillor Jessel and Councillor Alan White expressed 
their thanks to Councillor Edgeller for the work she was doing in her role as 

the Council’s Mental Health Champion.   
 

Councillor Charlotte Atkins enquired as to why, up until now, the Council had 
been responsible for paying the “lion’s share” of the cost of providing 
aftercare for people discharged from hospitals.  She also enquired as to 

whether, firstly, the new agreement would be affected by the abolition of 
CCG’s in the future; and, secondly, whether there was scope for more  cost-

sharing agreements with the health sector.  In response, Councillor Jessel 
indicated that the new arrangements were an excellent example of how the 

local NHS and Council were working closer together and that she hoped that 
this was the first of many new working arrangements with the NHS for the 

benefit of service users.  
 
Councillor Alan White referred to the challenges around the funding of Drug 

and Alcohol Treatment services and also spoke about the need for people to 
take personal responsibility and lead healthy lifestyles.  

 
Capital Programme for Schools 2022/23 

(Paragraph 4 of the Statement) 
 

Councillor Smith spoke about the opportunities within the capital programme 
for schools to improve their carbon footprint through, for example, instal ling 
solar panels ground source heat pumps. 

 
In response to a question from Councillor Pardesi concerning reductions in 

funding for school maintenance over the years, Councillor Price indicated 
that the Council was continuing to target its resources to those areas where 

it was most needed. 
 

Children’s Homes Block Contract 
(Paragraph 5 of the Statement) 
 

Councillor Spencer indicated that he supported the proposals for a children's 
home block contract for 13 beds with an option to extend for a further 26 

beds as part of a joint contract led by Dudley as it was vitally important that 
good quality accommodation was available.  In response, Councillor Sutton 

thanked Councillor Spencer for his comments and indicated that the Council 
would like to work with more local authorities in the region on similar 

schemes. 
 
Local Bus Concessionary Payment - Final Covid 19 Support Package 
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(Paragraph 6 of the Statement) 
 

Councillor Greatorex welcomed the proposals for concessionary travel 
reimbursement to local bus operators to be maintained beyond March 2022 

for a period of 6 months in line with the extension of government funding.  
He did, however, refer to the need to promote local bus services to 

encourage more people to use them.  Councillor Cox also referred to the 
need to work with bus operators, parish councils and local communities to 

bring about improvements to bus services. 
 
Councillor Charlotte Atkins spoke about the decline in bus service usage over 

a number of years which had been further impacted by the Covid Pandemic.  
She, together with Councillor Hood and Councillor Smith, highlighted the 

need for more innovation and better integration of services through, for 
example, ring and ride services in rural areas. 

 
Councillor Huckfield and Councillor Loughborough-Rudd referred to the 

importance of concessionary passes and how people, particularly pensioners, 
relied upon them to carry out daily activities such as shopping or attending 
health appointments.  Councillor Huckfield and Councillor Hood also 

highlighted the importance of local bus services to enable people to get to 
their place of work and to school. 

 
Councillor Deaville and Councillor Parry reminded Members that the 

proposals for concessionary travel reimbursement to local bus operators to 
be maintained beyond March 2022 was a temporary measure and it was 

important that bus operators used this time to bring about improvements to 
services in order to encourage additional patronage.  Councillor Parry added 
that most rural counties were experiencing similar issues with bus patronage 

levels as was the case in Staffordshire. 
 

Councillor Northcott referred to the need for bus operators to improve 
customer services including giving advance notice of changes to timetables. 

 
Councillor David Williams thanked Members for their comments and 

reiterated that bus operators had been severely impacted by the Covid 
Pandemic.  He added that operators were now also being impacted by rising 
fuel prices.  Councillor Williams and Councillor Alan White indicated that the 

Council was working with bus operators to improve services and patronage 
levels but, at the end of the day, it was for the public to “use it or lose it”.  

 
Staffordshire Means Back to Business 

(Paragraph 7 of the Statement) 
 

Members referred to the ongoing work to increase employment opportunities 
and highlighted a number of initiatives within their respective Divisions 
including the proposed expansion of Elks’ Biscuits in Uttoxeter; the “Future 
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High Street” deals and “levelling-up” fund in various town centres across the 
County; and the redevelopment of the Shirehall in Stafford. 

 
Councillor Pardesi indicated that some sectors were still experiencing 

difficulties in recruiting staff and, in response, Councillor Philip White 
informed Members of the proposed launch of the Staffordshire job brokerage 

scheme, the objective of which was to support Staffordshire residents into 
work through the management and delivery of free recruitment and support 

services to businesses; achieved through a bespoke tailored service to match 
and screen potential candidates.  
 

Integrated Performance Report - Quarter 4, 2021/22 
(Paragraph 10 of the Statement) 

 
Councillor Greatorex spoke about the work of the Corporate Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee in monitoring the Council’s performance.  In response, 
Councillor Alan White extended his thanks to all Members of the Overview 

and Scrutiny Committee for their dedication and hard work. 
 
Formal Report by the Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman 

(Paragraph 11 of the Statement) 
 

Councillor Hussain indicated that he welcomed the Ombudsman’s judgement  
in relation to the Council’s failure to fully consider a complaint about 

Children’s social care.  In response, Councillor Sutton indicated that the 
Council had taken on board the findings of the Ombudsman and had 

complied with his recommendations.  
 
Summer Events 

(Paragraph 13 of the Statement) 
 

Several Members outlined some of the events and activities taking place in 
their Districts as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. 

 
Supporting People in Their Local Communities 

(Paragraph 14 of the Statement) 
 
Councillor Edgeller outlined some of the main priorities of the Council’s 

Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee which included GP 
access, Ambulance waiting times, pressures within the NHS, delays in 

referrals for treatment and workforce recruitment.  She also referred to how 
the Covid pandemic had led to improved communication between Councils 

and the health sector. 
 

Councillor Alan White expressed his thanks to Councillor Edgeller for her 
work as the Council’s Mental Health Champion. 
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Thousands Benefit from Extra Support 
(Paragraph 15 of the Statement) 

 
Councillor Tagg spoke about the support available through the Housing 

Support Fund to help thousands of people with their domestic bills.  In 
response, Councillor Sutton added that this was a continuation of the funding 

made available to Councils during the Covid pandemic and that, to date, 
around £17m had been made available to support children and families in 

Staffordshire. 
 
Helen Riley 

(Paragraph 16 of the Statement) 
 

Members paid tribute to Helen Riley who was shortly to retire from her role 
as Deputy Chief Executive and Director for Families and Communities. They 

thanked Mrs Riley for her hard work and commitment during the 18 years 
she had served as a member of the Senior Leadership Team and, 

particularly, for pivotal role she had played in transforming the Children’s 
System in Staffordshire.  
 

Resolved – That the Statement of the Leader of the Council be received. 
 

8. Recommendation to the Council 
 

Members were informed that the County Council was required to establish 
and maintain an Independent Remuneration Panel (IRP) of between three 

and five members to provide advice and recommendations to the Council on 
its Members’ Allowances Scheme. The Panel met each year to consider the 
recommendations to be made to the Council in respect of the level and 

nature of the forthcoming year’s allowances.   
 

At the County Council meeting held on 22 July 2021, it was agreed “That, if 
required, the Audit and Standards Committee be requested to carry out a 

recruitment exercise for IRP members in 2022”. As of 1 April 2022, there 
were two members on the Panel and therefore a recruitment exercise was 

necessary.  This process had recently been completed and the Special Panel 
of the Audit and Standards Committee recommended that Ms Christina 
Robotham, Mr Eddie Barnett and Mr Adrian Bowen be appointed to the 

Independent Remuneration Panel for a period of four years ending 31 March 
2026. 

 
Members were also informed that the Council, at its meeting on 10 February 

2022, agreed to instigate the recruitment process for the appointment of a 
Standards Independent Person(s) as required under the Localism Act 2011 

and as part of the County Councils Procedures for dealing with complaints 
against elected members. The recruitment process involved the same Special 
Panel of the Audit and Standards Committee as referred to above. 
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Of four expressions of interest received, two were considered suitable for 

interview. One of those applicants was Mr Eddie Barnett who had a 
background in Policing and conflict resolution. Mr Barnett had already been 

interviewed by the Panel in respect of his proposed appointment to the IRP 
and, therefore, Members views on his appointment as a Standards IP were 

sought without a further formal interview. Panel members gave their 
unanimous support. 

 
The second suitable applicant was Mrs Sue Charles who had a background in 
Pharmacy/NHS. She was a long time serving, much respected voluntary 

member of the County Councils School Admission Appeal Panels. In view of 
the high regard in which Mrs Charles was held the Special Panel members 

were consulted on the proposal to appoint her as a Standards IP without 
interview.  Again, Panel members gave their unanimous support.  

 
The Standards IP appointments were for a four-year period. The 

appointment of Mr Barnett and Mrs Charles would give the County Council a 
strong pool of four Standards IPs with contrasting backgrounds and skills 
(Education, HR, Policing and NHS/Public Sector). 

 
Councillor Trowbridge extended her thanks to Members of the Special Panel 

in respect of the work they had undertaken to select candidates and make 
recommendations on the appointment of Standards Independent Persons 

and to the IRP. 
 

Resolved –  
 
(a) That the recommendation of the Special Panel of the Audit and 

Standards Committee to appoint Ms Christina Robotham, Mr Eddie 
Barnett and Mr Adrian Bowen to the Independent Remuneration Panel 

for a period of four years ending 31 March 2026 be approved. 
(b) That the Council’s thanks be extended to retiring member, Mrs Annie 

Barrett, for her contribution on the Panel since 2018. 
(c) That the Audit and Standards Committee be requested to carry out a 

recruitment exercise for IRP members in 2023. 
(d) That the recommendation of the members of the Special Panel of the 

Audit and Standards Committee to appoint Mr Eddie Barnett and Mrs 

Sue Charles as Standards Independent Persons for a period of four 
years to May 2026 be approved. 

 
9. Access to Information Rules - Special Urgency Notices 

 
The Council were informed that, in accordance with the Access to 

Information Rules contained within the County Council’s Constitution, the 
Leader of the Council was required to submit reports to the Council detai l ing 
those key decisions taken by the Cabinet where it had not been possible to 
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give the requisite 28 days public notice of the intention to take such a 
decision and that, accordingly, a “General Exception” Notice had been 

published. The report should include the number of decisions so taken and a 
summary of the matters in respect of which those decisions were taken. 

 
Similarly, where a decision being taken by or on behalf of the Cabinet was 

urgent and any delay likely to be caused by the call-in process would 
seriously prejudice the Council’s or the public’s interests or the interests of 

any person(s) to whom the decision relates, then the Leader of the Council 
may seek the approval of the Chairman of the Corporate Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee to that decision being exempt from call-in; (this is 

referred to in the Access to Information Rules as Special Urgency 
provisions).  A report on the use of this procedure must also be submitted to 

Council. 
 

The Council were informed of the details of the use of the “General 
Exception” and “Special Urgency” provisions as follows: 

 
 The Cabinet, at their meeting on 20 October 2021, took a key decision 

relating to the Government’s Household Support Fund Grant which was 

made available to County Councils and Unitary Authorities in England 
to support those most in need over the Winter period. (General 

Exception). 
 

 The Cabinet, at their meeting on 20 October 2021, took a key decision 
relating to the award of a Highways Construction Contract associated 

with the Pets at Home development at Redhill, Stafford. (General 
Exception). 

 

 The Cabinet, at their meeting on 17 November 2021, took a key 
decision relating to winter funding for home care. (General Exception). 

 
 The Cabinet, at their meeting on 16 March 2022, took a key decision 

relating to proposals to continue concessionary travel reimbursement 
to local bus operators in Staffordshire beyond March 2022 for a period 

of 6 months, in line with the extension of government funding.  The 
approval of the Chairman of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee was also sought to the decision being exempt from call -in. 

(General Exception and Special Urgency). 
 

 The Cabinet, at their meeting on 6 April 2022, took a key decision 
relating to proposals for the Sale of Bilbrook House site, Codsall.  

(General Exception). 
 

 The Cabinet, at their meeting on 20 April 2022, took a key decision 
regarding Indemnity Clauses and Decision Making for Looked After 
Children/Use of Regulated Placements. (General Exception). 
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Resolved - That the use of the General Exception and Special Urgency 

provisions contained in the Council’s Constitution in respect of the Cabinet’s 
decisions set out above, be noted. 

 
10. Report of the Chairman of the Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire 

 Police, Fire and Crime Panel 
 

Councillor Spencer commended the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner on 
his focus to reduce offending and reoffending.  He also indicated that he was 
pleased to see that there was a plan to address the findings of the interim 

Peels inspection report which had highlighted two areas of concern - effective 
investigations and appropriate ongoing support for victims.  Councillor 

Spencer also spoke about the need to tackle issues such as burglary, vehicle 
theft and rural crime. 

 
Councillor Huckfield and Councillor Edgeller also commended the work of the 

Commissioner.  Councillor Edgeller also highlighted the ability for the public 
to submit written questions to the Commissioner. 
 

Councillor Hutton referred to the need to improve 999 response time and 
asked that the Police, Fire and Crime Panel give consideration to this matter 

at a future meeting. 
 

Councillor Alan White commended the Commissioner and the Panel on the 
appointment of Louise Clayton, a former County Council Officer, as the Chief 

Executive Officer of the Office of the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for 
Staffordshire. 
 

Councillor Cox thanked the Members for their comments and indicated that 
they would be taken on board and reported back to the Commissioner as 

appropriate. 
 

Resolved – That the report be received. 
 

11. Committee Membership 
 
Councillor Alan White moved, and Councillor Philip White seconded, and it 

was: 
 

Resolved – That the Members indicated below serve on the Committees 
listed for the period up to the Annual Council meeting in 2023:-  
 

Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 

Charlotte Atkins 
Tina Clements 

Mike Davies 
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John Francis 
Colin Greatorex   

Gill Heath 
Jeremy Oates 

Jeremy Pert 
Bernard Peters 

Kath Perry 
Bob Spencer 

Samantha Thompson 
Mike Worthington 
 

Prosperous Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 

Tina Clements 
Philippa Haden 

Philip Hudson 
Syed Hussain 

Graham Hutton 
Peter Kruskonjic 
Ian Lawson 

David Smith 
Ross Ward 

Bernard Williams 
 

Safeguarding Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
Gill Burnett 

Janet Eagland 
Richard Ford 

Derrick Huckfield 
Jason Jones 

Johnny McMahon 
Gillian Pardesi 

Kath Perry 
Bob Spencer 
Mike Wilcox 

 
Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

 
Jak Abrahams 

Charlotte Atkins 
Philip Atkins 

Richard Cox 
Ann Edgeller 
Keith Flunder 

Phil Hewitt 
Jill Hood 
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Thomas Jay 
Jeremy Pert 

Bernard Peters 
Janice Silvester-Hall 

Ian Wilkes 
 

Planning Committee 
 

Jak Abrahams 
Arshad Asfar 
Richard Cox 

John Francis 
Phil Hudson 

Ian Lawson 
Tom Loughborough-Rudd 

Johnny McMahon 
Jeremy Oates 
Rob Pritchard 

David Smith    
Paul Snape    

Mike Sutherland 
Jill Waring 

Mark Winnington 
 

Pensions Committee 
 
Philip Atkins   

Mike Davies    
Colin Greatorex 

Derrick Huckfield 
Bob Spencer 

Mike Sutherland 
Stephen Sweeney 

Samantha Thompson 
Mike Wilcox 
 

Audit and Standards Committee 
 

Arshad Afsar 
Ann Edgeller 

Keith Flunder 
Richard Ford 
Philippa Haden 

Phil Hewitt 
Graham Hutton 

Bernard Peters 
James Salisbury 
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Janice Silvester-Hall 
Carolyn Trowbridge   

Ross Ward 
Ian Wilkes 

Bernard Williams 
Mike Worthington 

 
Corporate Parenting Meeting 

 
Gill Burnett 
Janet Eagland 

Ann Edgeller 
Keith Flunder 

Richard Ford 
John Francis 

Phil Hewitt 
Jill Hood 
Phil Hudson 

Syed Hussain 
Peter Kruskonjic 

Mark Sutton      
Samantha Thompson 

Carolyn Trowbridge 
Victoria Wilson 

 
Charities and Trusts Committee 
 

Thomas Jay 
Ian Lawson 

David Smith 
Paul Snape 

Mark Winnington 
 

Property Sub-Committee 
 
Mark Deaville 

Ian Parry 
Jonathan Price 

Alan White 
Philip White 

 
County Farms Tenancies Panel 
 

Gill Heath 
Carolyn Trowbridge 

Victoria Wilson 
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Countryside and Rights of Way Panel (subject to the approval of the 
Planning Committee) 

 
Jak Abrahams 

Phil Hudson 
Rob Pritchard 

David Smith 
Paul Snape 

Jill Waring 
Mark Winnington 
 

Standards Panel (subject to the approval of the Audit and Standards 
Committee) 

 
Philippa Haden 

Graham Hutton 
Carolyn Trowbridge 
Bernard Williams 

Mike Worthington 
 

Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 
 

Philip Atkins 
Paul Northcott 

Kath Perry 
Paul Snape 
Mike Wilcox 

 
12. Appointment of Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Committees 

 and Panels 
 

Councillor Alan White moved, and Councillor Philip White seconded, the 
nominations for the appointment of Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of 

Committees. 
 

Resolved – That the under-mentioned be appointed as Chairman and Vice-

Chairman of the Committees stated for the period up to the annual Council 
meeting in 2023:- 

 
Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee  

  
Chairman - Colin Greatorex 

Vice-Chairman (Overview) - Samantha Thompson 
Vice-Chairman (Scrutiny) - Gill Heath 
 

Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee  
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Chairman - Jeremy Pert 
Vice-Chairman (Overview) - Richard Cox 

Vice-Chairman (Scrutiny) - Ann Edgeller 
 

Prosperous Overview and Scrutiny Committee  
  

Chairman - Tina Clements 
Vice-Chairman (Overview) - Peter Kruskonjic 

Vice-Chairman (Scrutiny) - Ross Ward 
 

Safeguarding Overview and Scrutiny Committee   

  
Chairman - Bob Spencer 

Vice-Chairman (Overview) - Gill Burnett 
Vice-Chairman (Scrutiny) - Richard Ford 

  
Planning Committee  

  
Chairman - Mark Winnington 
Vice-Chairman - David Smith 

 
Pensions Committee  

  
Chairman - Mike Sutherland 

Vice-Chairman - Mike Davies 
  

Audit and Standards Committee  
  

Chairman - Mike Worthington 

Vice-Chairman - Carolyn Trowbridge 
   

Corporate Parenting Meeting  
  

Chairman - Mark Sutton 
Vice-Chairman - John Francis 

 
Charities and Trusts Committee  
  

Chairman - Paul Snape 
Vice-Chairman - David Smith 

 
13. Appointment of members to Outside Bodies 2022/23 

 
Councillor Alan White moved, and Councillor Philip White seconded, and it 

was: 
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Resolved - That the nominations of the Leader of the Council, in 
consultation with the Political Group Leaders, on the appointment of 

Members to Outside Bodies for 2022/23 be approved and that the Leader be 
authorised to make any changes to those appointments as may become 

necessary. 
 

14. Questions 
 

Councillor Pritchard asked the following question of the Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Transport whose reply is set out below the question:- 
 

Question 
 

Tamworth Borough Council is seeking to install the LitterCam system on 
lampposts in Tamworth that overlook roads that see significant litter 

deposited by motorists. 
 

What can Staffordshire County Council do to ensure that the permission, 
installation and operation of the LitterCams system on Staffordshire County 
Council lampposts is as simple and efficient as possible for Staffordshire’s 

district councils? 
 

Reply 
 

The County Council will of course support the Borough Council to safely rol l -
out the use of Litter-Cam systems in the right locations. 

 
Please could you put your lead individual in contact with me and I wil l  make 
sure they work with the relevant leads from the County Council and our 

Street Lighting PFI contractor E.on.  
 

It will be important to understand the locations where the use of the Litter-
Cam is planned so we can quickly assess whether the local streetlighting 

system is even capable of hosting such equipment, this should help speed up 
the process. Where it isn’t possible, we will of course support you to find 

alternatives for the equipment installation both on and off the public 
highway.  

 

Finally, it is worth noting that there are strict requirements for the temporary 
or permanent attachment of ancillary equipment and connection of electrical 

power supplies from lighting equipment on the public highway which will 
need to be met. 

 
 

Councillor Pardesi asked the following question of the Cabinet Member for 
Education (and SEND) whose reply is set out below the question:- 
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Question 
 

How often is the condition of school buildings assessed and monitored and 
what has been the result of that assessment over the last 5 years? What 

remedial work is being carried out by SCC? 
 

Reply 
 

We only have a role in maintained schools which is now approximately a 
quarter of the school’s estate by building number. 

 

We inspect schools every three years and produce a programme of 
maintenance works based on priority for “safe, warm and dry” issues. 

Typically, the works are – windows, roofs, heating systems, electric’s, 
lighting, external play areas and security.  

 
The funding is specific grant from central government and over the last five 

years has been: 
 
School Condition Allocation (SCA) 

 
 2022/23 - £8,529,329  

 2021/22 - £9,586,242  
 2020/21 - £4,187,906  

 2019/20 - £5,072,313  
 2018/19 - £5,994,906  

 
Total - £33,370,696 

 

As can be seen from the funding, the government changed its allocation 
methodology from 2021 which increased the amount of funding we receive.   

 
Whilst the figures above are only for maintained schools the same increase 

will apply for independently funded academies, correcting previous years 
allocation methodologies under which we got a smaller share. 

 
We have also been successful in bidding for de-carbonisation funding and 
have delivered £3m of improvements to heating and lighting in schools which 

saves them money on bills and reduces carbon emissions. 
 

The full details of our schools maintenance spending is in the Statement of 
Priorities and within the School Capital Programme. 

 
Supplementary Question 

 
Can I seek assurance that all our schools are safe, dry and warm so that our 
young people are learning in the best possible physical environment? 
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Reply 

 
Yes, I can give you that assurance; and may I refer you to paragraph 4 of 

the Leader’s Statement. 
 

 
Councillor Afsar asked the following question of the Cabinet Member for 

Children and Young People whose reply is set out below the question:- 
 
Question 

 
Youth Clubs help street youngsters and young adults to become more 

responsible members of Society. Do you think the County Council should 
revisit the idea of youth clubs in order to provide children in our divisions 

with a better future? 
 

Reply 
 

In March 2014 the County Council moved away from the traditional direct 

delivery of youth clubs, in favour of working more collaborative with the 
thousands of groups that run across the county every week. We deliver this 

through our close collaboration between the County Council and the 
Voluntary, Charity & Social Enterprise (VCSE) sector to fulfil the potent ial 

and expectation of our Young People through an organisation called 
Staffordshire Council for Voluntary Youth Services (SCVYS).  

 
While there is no ‘one size fits all’ model for providing positive activity, the 
VCSE sector across Staffordshire harnesses a range of grassroots 

organisations to support our Young People across: 
 

 Universal services such as uniformed, sports/outdoors and creative 
groups. 

 Targeted services - tailored for specific groups or characteristics – 
offering a range of more specialist activities. 

 
Young People and families can access a directory of services in their local 
area via the Staffordshire Connects site.  

 
It is important to acknowledge here that we regularly engage young people 

in their thoughts and views and the introduction of youth clubs is not what 
they ask for, instead they favour places to go and things to do and therefore 

that rich picture of activities is something we are keen to promote.  
 

Promoting a diverse VCSE sector, the County Council is able to commission 
support for Young People requiring a more targeted approach via Youth 
Offending prevention and Early Help services.  This was best demonstrated 
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in the recent pilot of the Vulnerable Adolescence Support Programme, which 
provided a one-to-one mentor to support engagement of Young People 

where universal activities were not always appropriate.  Our ambition for our 
communities and VCSE sector has been realised as we explore transforming 

this service from a pilot scheme to a future commissioned service. 
 

In addition, we commission Holiday Activities & Food Programme which 
offers targeted positive activity and a hot meal in the Easter, Summer & 

Winter school holidays to approximately 22,500 school-aged children across 
the County.  To date, the VCSE sector has created the following capacity in 
the support of this programme: 

 
 Summer 21 - 40,705 available places 

 Winter 21/22 - 10,846 available places 
 Easter 22  - 19,187 available places 

 
As part of the Government’s Levelling Up agenda, local VCSE sector partners 

have been supported to apply for grants of between £5k-£50k via the Youth 
Investment Fund in support of the expansion and improvement of local youth 
facilities in the 24 wards of Staffordshire categorised as ‘Left Behind’ areas.   

 
In support of this more targeted approach to positive activity and ensuring 

the sustainability of the wider Support for Young People portfolio, the County 
Council has committed to producing a statement outlining the sufficiency of 

local services for Young People which will be a thorough mapping of services 
which identifies any gaps in provision.  This statement will form a key part of 

how we facilitate meaningful conversations with people about how we meet 
the needs in the local community working with SCVYS and others to ensure 
that local Young People have access to the right help and support. 

 
Supplementary Question 

 
Can the Cabinet Member identify the universal and targeted services in my 

Division? 
 

Reply 
 

Yes, I will happily respond to your question in writing following this meeting. 

 
 

Councillor Charlotte Atkins asked the following question of the Cabinet 
Member for Environment, Infrastructure and Climate Change whose reply is 

set out below the question:- 
 

Question 
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What does the County Council do (a) to respond to residents who report the 
destruction of hedgerows on private land during the nesting season, and (b) 

to monitor the state of hedgerows and encourage their protection? 
 

Reply 
 

(a) There are two issues within this – firstly the destruction of the hedgerow 
and secondly the potential destruction of active bird nests. Some, but 

not all, hedgerows fall within the remit of the Hedgerow Regulations 
1997, and these would fall under the remit of the local planning 
authority i.e., the relevant district or borough council. As such, we would 

generally refer people to the relevant council to check whether any 
permission had been granted or whether an offence may have occurred 

and to follow this up via enforcement. 
 

In relation to nesting birds, destruction of nests could constitute a 
wildlife crime and would be the remit of the police. However, it should 

be noted that any action would depend on good evidence that an offence 
had occurred, which is often difficult to provide. 

 

Neither of these issues are the remit of the County Council and we 
generally sign post enquirers to the relevant body. 

 
(b) The County Council supports protection of hedgerows in relation to its 

own planning function in line with policy / legislative requirements, and 
in the ecological and landscape advice it offers through arrangements 

with some district and borough councils to support their planning roles. 
We manage the hedgerows on our own countryside estate, for example 
our recent work with local school children to plant hedgerow trees at 

Apedale Country Park – teaching children about climate change and 
nature recovery. 

 
More proactive work to support hedgerows is generally through our 

environmental partnership initiatives, such as through the Cannock 
Chase AONB’s Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme, or through 

Lottery-funded initiatives such as Transforming the Trent Valley.  
 

With regards to highways unless there are specific agreements to the 

contrary the maintenance of highway boundary hedges is usually the 
responsibility of the adjoining landowner. Where hedges are the 

responsibility of the Highway Authority trimming is carried out annually 
during late winter to avoid bird nesting and to support local ecology. If a 

hedge requires cutting between 1st April and 31st August, this will 
generally only be for safety reasons and following an ecological survey. 

 
Supplementary Question 
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I hope that the County Council will continue to promote the importance of 
hedgerows and work with partners to ensure that they are protected? 

 
Reply 

 
Yes, we will.  The County Council has signed a Nature Recovery Declaration 

which means that we are working not only with other local authorities on this 
issue but also with landowners. 

 
 

Councillor Hussain asked the following question of the Cabinet Member for 

Children and Young People whose reply is set out below the question:- 
 

Question 
 

Will the council consider assisting countywide community centres, food 
banks, and soup kitchens in their excellent efforts to combat poverty in our 

society? 
 

Reply 

 
The County Council are already supporting a number of initiatives including.  

 
The Education Support Fund  

 
This scheme provides approximately 26900 children with a £15.00 

supermarket eVoucher per week out of term time.  The eligibility criteria are 
as follows: - 
 

1. Children in receipt of means tested benefit related free school 
meals. 

2. Children in receipt of Think 2 funding 
3. Children in receipt of Early Years Pupil Premium Funding 

4. Children accessing alternative or independent education provision 
but identified in a household with financial exclusion 

5. Staffordshire County Council Care Leavers 
 

The eVoucher are sent direct to the education settings in Staffordshire for 

them to distribute to the families accordingly or we mail the families out  
direct asking for them to contact us to claim their eVoucher. 

 
This scheme has been delivered every half term since October 2020 and wil l  

continue until Easter 2022, May 2022, Summer 2022. 
 

Household Support Grant Food and Essential Supplies 
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This project is a short-term grant allocated to Staffordshire County Council 
through the Household Support Fund and will only be available whilst we 

have funds remaining or will terminate on the 31st September 2022.  
 

Families facing substantial financial hardship are able to apply for an 
Assistance Grant for Food and Essential Supplies.  Grants will be made 

available to Families via an eVoucher. The eVoucher will be awarded by Text 
or Email, depending on preference. The eVoucher will be redeemable at Aldi, 

ASDA, Morrisons, Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Waitrose or Marks & Spencer’s.  
 
Applicants will be required to be in receipt of means tested benefits to be 

considered for an Assistance Grant. 
 

Home Heating – Fuel Vouchers 
 

Individuals and families struggling to pay their fuel bills, could get up to 
£350 worth of financial help.  Grants will be provided by pre-paid meter 

credit or paid directly to the resident’s energy provider. The grants can be 
used to add credit to their account or to clear prior debt. 
 

If they are in an emergency situation and you do not have heating, or their 
heating has broken, we can deliver electric oil filled heaters to their home. 

They will also receive a Winter Warmth Pack (which includes hats, gloves 
scarves and hot flasks) for each individual who resides within the house. 

 
Residents’ information is cross checked against the wider Staffordshire 

Warmer Homes offer, to see if help to get a long-term central heating 
solution fitted in the home, as well as insultation, or more energy efficient 
measures that can save them money. 

 
We are also active partners in the network of community food banks and 

soup kitchens for example,   
 

1. Children’s Centre staff have access to the foodbank online 
systems, this enables them to make referrals for support direct 

when families contact us needed help.   
2. Staffordshire Connects has details of any financial support or 

discounted food available for families to access. 

3. Staffordshire Children’s Centres receive food donations from local 
supermarkets, these are made available to the vulnerable famil ies 

locally.   
4. We continually promote the Staffordshire County Council benefits 

checkers throughout our online social media, face to face through 
our service provision and when accessing any food support. 

5. Referrals are made into the Family Support Providers where 
required when families are identified to support them with their 
finances. 
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6. Staffordshire Children’s Centres work in partnership with the VCSE 
sector enabling us to access food supplies for families in 

emergency situations.  As such we have been able to provide 
tailored food supplies that have been delivered direct to family 

homes taking into account dietary requirements. 
7. The Early Years Coordination Service created the Family Hub 

Cooking project, please see here for more information Family Hub 
Cooking | Staffordshire Connects.  Staffordshire County Council 

has worked in partnership with Family Action to produce very 
simple recipes for families to try and that are low cost to make as 
well as weekly Free School Meal ideas and shopping lists.  We then 

worked in partnership with our district partners to create YouTube 
Videos showing how to create the meals. 

8. For the annual year 2021/22 923 children attending Cannock 
schools were gifted free school uniforms saving families £46,150. 

We are looking to extend this initiative to other libraries and are 
beginning work in Stafford. 

 
Supplementary Question 
 

Will the Cabinet Member please speak to local organisations and explore 
further how we can work in partnership with them to make a difference in 

Staffordshire? 
 

Reply 
 

I outlined earlier how the Household Support Fund was operating in 
Staffordshire, along with the other funds which have been distributed, and I 
will bear in mind your comments when working with officers on the 

distribution of any future funding. 
 

15. Petitions 
 

There were no petitions on this occasion. 
 

Chairman 
 

https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/service.page?id=KDFmxH79dlQ
https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/service.page?id=KDFmxH79dlQ

